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Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.
Bruce OHR,I |currently the Associate b6 -5
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice's b7C -5

Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

::zsﬁ#eczﬁii OHR met[:::::::::]in 2007, sometime before a January 2008
conference they both attended. OHR remembers he was at a conference when
| and their first
interaction tock place prior to that event. As the Chiet of DOJ's
Crganized Crime and Racketeering Section at the time, OHR met[:::::::::]:h1b1 -1
Lendon at I[ ]was an expert on Russia, 53 -1
specifically Russian organized crime, and was concerned the west was not b -2, 3
taking the Russian threat seriously. Russian oligarchs are brilliant yet b7c -2, 3
cold-blooded and do not act like adults as they kill people for nothing. b7D -1
the years OHR and ' biE -2, 3, 4
d joined or founded Orbis. -
OHR andl IwOuld see each other once a year in London or thdsl

{1}

' U.51 had paid clients, yvet provided OHR with the same short
intel reports from # ] OHR
introguced| |

I |
iU (51£064NF) OHR believes thatl | b3 -1

b7D -1

b7E -2, 4
SEC ORN
Investigationon. 11/22/2016 5 Washington, District Of Columbia, United States {In Person)

nklfdellb bl b3 -1
File # Datcdrafied 11/22/2016 b6 -2
) b7¢c -2
i b7E -1

This document contains neilher recommendations nor canclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loanad to your agency:; it and ils contents are not

to be distributed outside your agency.
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Commumonofm_ngfM Interview of Bruce Ohr ,on L11/22/2016 p,.. 2 of 3
H)f [5748G#ANFY  OHR believes Russian oligarchs will provide information to
the FBI because in Russia everyecne talks to the police. Following the 2014
Ukrainian invasion OHR metl ]OHR recalled
(8 the three talked about engaging with prospective coligarchs, and that

meeting led to a meeting between the FBI, | |

[ |
0/ /Eeeg) | , l

ilJi ( F) In late July 2016, possibly Saturday, July 30, 2016,
[::ig%%%ééﬁ%gglled OHR and asked toc meet for breakfast as he/she was in
Washington, P.C. and had some serious stuff to talk about.
planned to also tell SA akout the information he/she had collected.
CHR me for breakTast where OHR was told that Carter Page had

met with high level officials in Russia. Page met with Sechin and one
other person. The media had already documepfed Pade’s trip to Moscow at

b3 -1
B7E -1
bl -1
b7a -1
b6 -2, 3
b7c -2, 3
b7E -4
7D -1, 2
b7E -4
bl -1
b3 -1
b6 -1, 2, 3
b7A -1
b7C -1, 2, 3
B7D -1, 2

b7E -2, 3, 4

that time The FSE had Trump gver a barrel 7JS
‘ 1

g __

and was making a case against him. | Mere
almost ready to talk to the U.S. about the money] | stole.

reforted to I In addition, was furious atl

l |claimed he had already given some of this reporting to Sa

and planned to give the rest to him. At that time, :had provided
[:::::::]with two reports regarding these topics while Glen Simpson had four.

OHR provided copies of notes he took during and after the meeting with
which are enclosed as attachments.

g M OHR knew Glen Simpson hired:] to dig up Trump's
connections to Russia. OHR's wife is a Russian translator and was hired to
conduct open source research. Even though she did not know the goal of the
project, she was able to surmise the purpose as the individuals she was
researching were close to Trump. OHR knew that Glen Simpson was hired by a
lawyer who does opposition research. OHR knewl reporting on
Trump's ties to Russia were going to the Clinton Campaign, Jon Winer at the

U.3. State Department and the FBI. OHR was aware that Simpson was
passing | hformation to many individuals or entities and at

'timesl would attend meetings with Simpson.

T M OHR met:Iin Washington, D.C. in late September,
possibly close to the time when the Yahoo news article was published on
September 23, 2016. During that meeting,I:: advised the Alfa
server in the US is a link to the Trump campaign and Sergei Millian's
Russian/American organization in the U.S. used the Alfa server two weeks

SECRE FORN

b7& -4

PTE - 4
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prior ‘g bl -1

Wi b3 -i
{was desperate that Donald Trump not get b6 -1, 3

elected and was passionate about him not being the U.S. President. OQHR b7c -1, 3

believesl |wanted to blunt oxr foil the Kremlin's plans. Simpson b7E -4

and lcould have met with Yahoo or Michael Isikoff jointly, but

OHR does not know if they did. OHR provided copies of notes he took after

the meeting with[[____ ] which are enclosed as attachments.

U] {5/#ee#MF] OHR never believed| lwas making up information or b7 -1, 2
shading it. He/she would say this is what are telling me. There b7E -3, 4
are always Russian conspiracy theories that come from the Kremlin. One

_time OHR heard a theory from |

| OHR honestly
believes| |reported what he heard from| | but
that doesn’t make that story true.

iUJ {5 F) Jon Winer possibly knew I bé -1
OHR met Winer in 1999 or 2000 when Winer was the U.S. Deputy Assistant b7c -1
Secretary of Statre for International Law Enforcement. Winer was very b7E -4
interested in Russian Organized Crime and enthusiastic about the subject,
yet at times difficult to deal with. OHR knew Glen Simpson and others were

o talking to Victeria Nuland at the U.S. State Department.
v
M OHR does not know how:handles or communicates b7D -1, 2
| OHR does rot know the identity of | b7E -4
{0 ]
féll@e¢ﬂff OHR provided the following contact information for
| b6 -4
b7C -4
b7D -1
b7E -4

SECRET OFCORN
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FEDERAL BUREALU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry 12/19/2016
DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIRERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.,
Bruce OHR,L__ currently the Associate bé -5
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice’s b7C -5
Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (QOCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following i
information: bé -1
b7C -1

T EEZ?BG?&ES OHR has neverl | on bD -2

one occasion, OHR met withl I b7E -4
| I
5
bl -1
b3 -1

EI OHR has never been present during meetings between zgc-ll
gnd Jon Winer. OHR is only aware that[:::::f::::]and Winer have BIE -4

advises OHR that the meetings occur.

T :EED&%&IE? Glen Simpson directed | to speak to the press as

that was what Simpson was payinq |to do. ©OHR dees not know if b7z -4
going to Mother Jones was Simpseon's idea or not.

m

iU} TS#40&4WE] Glen Simpson hired OHR's wife to conduct research for his
firm. OHR will veluntarily provide his wife's resesarch to the FBI. OHR
provided the interviewing Agent with a report on Paul Manafort. The report
titled, "Manafort Chronolegy”, was scanned and is a digital attachment to
this document.

20411231
SEC ORN

Deglassify

Investipationon 12/05/2016 , Washington, District Of Columbia, Uniteg States {In Person)

B b3 -1

Full--E Dotc drafted 12/12/2016 ' bE -2
by | | b7C -2
b7E -1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of cntry 12/19/2016

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIATL
Co not disseminate ocutside the FBI without the permissicn of the originator or program
manager.

Bruce OHR, I currently the Associate
Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of Justice's
Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headguarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following
information:

{ F) OHR had breakfast at Peet's Coffee, 11lth and E St. NW,
Washington, D.C. with Glenn Simpson at 10:00 A.M. on December 10, 2016.
During breakfast Simpson provided OHR with an BGB Verbatim USB micro
digital media drive (thumb drive). O©OHR does not know what is on the thumb
drive but believes it is in regards to the work[:::::::::] was hired to do
for Simpson. The thumb drive was entered into evidence at WFO as original
evidencel |and a working copy CD-ROM was produced for
investigative use. BAn evidence FD-302 was generated and serialized to this
file.

o IS%0e4F) OHR took notes after the meeting with Simpson to preserve

his memory and referred to them during the interview. OHR's notes are an
attachment te this document.

_IE (3 F) Simpson identified Michael Cohen, a lawyer in Brooklyn, NY
as having many Russian c¢lients in the Brighton Beach, NY area. Cohen is

the go-hetween Russia and the Trump Campaign and replaced Paul Manafort and
Carter Page. Cohen's wife's last name is Shusterman

Cohen may
have attended a meeting in Prague, possibly in September, regarding the
Trump Campaigrn and the Russians.

Derived
NSISC-200
daify On: 20411

Investigationon  12/12/2016 , Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)

File #t ' Date drafted  12/14/2016
by I

This decument contains neither recotnmendations nor conclusions of the FBL. 3 is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are aot
to bt distributed outside your agency,
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i

)

Ui

&l

I§i$@££ﬁ£j According to Simpson, much of his collection about the Trump
campaign ties to Russia comes from

Simpson does not know his name.

IEZiSEﬁ@E? A former Trump campalgn official, possibly Rick Wilson, was
talking about some of the Trump ties to Russia and the Trump Campaign tried
te sue him for viclating his non-disclosure agreement.

ZE??UE?@EI A Russian senator and mobster named Torshin may be involved
in running the Central Bank of Russia. Torshin's name comes up in in Law
Enforcement Organized Crime circles as he is well known in a famous Spanish
case that shows direct linkages between Russian Organized Crime, Totrshin
and the Russian Government. Torshin may have funneled Russian money to the
National Rifle Association (NRA} to use in support of Trump. An NRA
lawyer,[__ lfOund out about the money pipeline and was very
upset, but the election was over by the time she learned of it. Simpson
stated there are pictures or Torshin with Trump. Simpson provided OHR wicth
an article on the NRA and Torsion. The article is an attachment to this
document .

ErreesHE] Some of Simpson's staff believe the NRA spent an abnormally
large amount of meney during the election, pessibly indicating Russian
involvement, but others in his company disagree.

IEZ?S@IEEJ The New York Times story from October-3, 2016, that
downplayed the connection between Alfa Bank servers and the_Trump campaion
was incorrect. There was communication and it wasn’t spam.

b3 -1
P7E -1

b6 -3
b7C -3

be -1
k7C -1

bl -1

il

{SH/BE/NF] Simpson received a bizarre tip on December 9 that the

lSimpson is not sure whetheér to believe this.

3#46e7f(F) Simpson still thinks Sergei Millian is a key figure
connecting Trump to Russia. Looking at Millian led Simpson's company to
Cohen. Simpson would be surprised if Millian was still in the U.5. Simpson
believes Millian is an SVR officer, however he is deducing this from

b3 -1
b6 -1,3
b7a -1
»iCc ~1,3
b7E -2,3

Millian's alias, not because he was told Millian was SVR., Millian may have

overseen many financ¢ial transfers from Russia to assist the Trump campaign.

(SrreesNE) Simpson asked :to speak to the Mother Jones

reporter as it was Simpson's Hail Mary attempt.

SEC FORN

b7E - 4
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SECRE OFORN

) omimustion of FD-3020f [STZEGAHFT Interview of Bruce Ohr on  12/12/2016 p,. 3 Of 3
il ZEZ?Bt#ﬁEEZ OHR asked Simpson if he was concerned about his personal

safety. Simpson responded that he learned from his Russian investigative
reporting what they were capable of but there was no way for him to know if
they were coming after him. Simpson mentioned that someone called and
asked him to find out where all of the Alfa Bank stories were coming from.
Simpson 4did not state this was a threat from the Russians, but that was the
impression made upon OHR based upon the timing of the comment and using
that story as a response to OHR's guestion.

b3 -1
b7E -1
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Date of entry 12/27/2016

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIRERATIVE MATERIAL
00 not disseminate outside the F&I without the permission of the originator or program
nanager.

Bruce OHR, | currently the Associate
Deputy Attorney General and Directox of the Department of Justice's
Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was interviewed at
FBI Headquarters. After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
Agent and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following

information:

( } On December 20, 2016, at 11:00 A.M. CHR provided writer with an
8GB SanDisk Cruzer Glide USB micro digital data storage drive (thumb
drive}. Glen Simpson at Fusion GPS hired OHR's wife, Nellie Ohr, to
conduct research for his firm. OHR voluntarily provided his wife's
research to the FBI. OHR provided the interviewing Agent with the thumb
drive and indicated it contained the totality of the werk Nellie Ohr
conducted for Simpson, but the Fusion GPS header was stripped. WNellie Ohr
is a Russian linguist/analyst and a former Russian History professor. The
thump drive was entered into evidence.

vesiizationon  12/20/2016 5 Washington, District Of Columbia, United States {In Person)
F“‘f Datedrafled  12/20/2016

- I

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not,
to be distributed owtside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of enmy 01/31/2017

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
msnager.

3l :EEZ?UGZEEQ Bruce OHR,]| | currently the -

Assocliate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Srug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was
interviewed at FBY Headguarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agent and
Intelligence Analyst and the nature of the interview, OHR provided the
following information:

T (SIFPeASE] On January 20, 2017, OHR received an e-mail from Glen Simpson

I

asking OHR to contact Simpson. OHR subsequently contacted Simpson
telephonically. During the telephonic cenversation, Simpson told OHR that
one ofl _pas been identified and will likelwv

be publicly named by the media within the next couple of days.

When OHR asked for more information regarding | lana
the nature of the threat, Simpson replied he would contact Steele for more
information and then re-contact OHR.

TTSAAOE/NE)  In the early hours of January 21, 2017, OHR received a text
message from Steele which OHR did not notice until later in the morning.
Around 8:00 am on the same day, OHR received call from Steele. During this
conversation Steele relayed his concerns regarding the safety of

Declassify @n: 20421231
SE FORN

Tavestigationon 01/23/2017 , Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)

Fl]c#|_—_7 Date drafted 01/25/2017

W ]

This decument contains neither recommiendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned 10 your agency; it and its contents are not

to be distributed outside vour agency.
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i M Interview of Bruce Ohr 23
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]“may need help guickly.”
b3 -1
be -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
»7D -1, 2
PTE -2, 3
0 Szveerm | l b3 -1
bé -1, 3
b7C -1, 3
b7D -1, 2
b7E -2, 3
i (Srreesf] Steele also told OHR that he spoke with a staff member of
Senator John McCain’s office sometime prior to October 2016. Steele had
this conversation at the request of | | since October 2016,
Steele had not spoken to anyone regarding the Trump dossier. bs -1
(Ui b7¢C -1

:ISereimEI: OHR took notes during the contact with Simpson and Steele to

preserve his memory and referred to them during the interview. QHR's notes
are an attachment to this document.

SE FORN
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
: Date of entry 01/27/2017

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL
Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the origimator or program
manager.

i :Ei@?ﬁgﬁii Bruce OHR, [ | currently the b6 -5
b?C -5

Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (QCDETF) was
interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and
the nature of- -the interview, OHR provided the following infermation:

E'UJ M On January 24, 2017, OHR received a WhatsApp notificatien from
Christopher Steele. On January 25, 2017, Steele contacted and spoke with
OHR via WhatsApp. | |

b3 -1
b6 -1, 4
b7C -1, 4
7D -1, 2
bTE -3
gl M OHR took notes during the contact with Steele to preserve his
memery and referred te them during the interview. OHR's notes are an
attachment to this document.
Investigasionon  01/25/2017 , Washington, Pistrict Of Columbia, United States (In Person) o
—_— 3 -1
b6 -2
File # Datc drated  01/25/2017 b7C -2
b7E -1

by
‘This document contains neither recommendations for conclusions of the FBI, I is the property of the FBI1 and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
te be distributed outside vour agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry 01/27/2017

DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAL

Do not disseminate cutside the FBI without the pexmission of the originator or program
manager.

{0l

TS/#0&/NE] Bruce OHR,[ l currently the b6 -5

Asgociate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of b7c -3
Justice’s Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force {(QOCDETF) was

interviewed at FBI Headquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Speclal Agents and

the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:

TF i e .

I 3}2386¥EEI: On January 27, 2017, OHR received a WhatsApp notification from b6 -4
Christopher Steele indicating| J]and steele :;c _:
would like to keep the line of communication open with OHR for future o -

contact. OHR replied in the affirmative.

Decla&=sify\ On: 20421231

SEC ORN

fvestigationon  01/27/2017 , Washingten, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person)

b3 -1
be ~2

. 01/27/2017
File # Date drafled b7C -2
by | | ‘ b7E -1

This decument ¢ontains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, 1t and its contents are 1ot
£ be distributed outside your agency.
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DRAFT DOCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERIAT

Do not disseminate outside the FBI without the permission of the originater or program

manager.

T IEZ?ﬁgﬁiﬂ Bruce OHR, currently the 230_55

i

Asscciate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Ferce {OCDETF) was
interviewed at FBI Headguarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.
After being advised of the identity of the intexviewing Special Agents and
the nature of the interview, CHR provided the following information:

OHR stated he had been contacted by Christopher Steele, via
WhatsApp, on January 31, 2017. On January 30, 2017, the Trump
Administration fired Acting Attorney General Sally Q. Yates and Steele had
contacted OHR to determine if OHR anticipated being fired as well and, if
50, who in the Department of Justice could he continue to reach out to.
OHR added that he had previously explained to Steele at some point, his
contact with the U.S. Government would have to involve the FBI.
Interviewing agents asked OHR to ask Steele if he would be comfortable
getting the name of an FBI agent.

E§Zﬁs@i§§z OHR advised Kathleen Kavalec, Deputy Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of European and Burasian Affairs, U.S. Department of State would be bl -1 Per DOS
meeting[_ representatives in order to discuss potential Russian b6 -4
influence in their upcoming Presidential elections. OHR reminded the :;g ':

interviewing agents Kavalec did speak with Steele several times prior to
the 2016 US Presidential election and believed Steele's reporting to have

generated from mainly
|an attorney regresentingl ‘ bl -1

[S7/AOC/NF)  OHR also advised|
plained his client felf ) ii :; 3
?gfe recently complicat®T By the FBIL, Who g 9 b7C -1, 3
: b7a ~1
Reason?
Derived : FBI

Investigationon  02/06/2017 5 Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In Person!

Filed

b3 -1
Datc drafted 02/08/2017 bé -2

b7c -2

by I | b7E -1

This docurment contains neither recomincndations nor conclusions of the FBI. [t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
10 be disiributed qutside your agency. ‘
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SEC ORN
b3 -1
T L | b7E -1
Int.erv1ew of Bruce Chr (€
Continualionff{‘[%mz:;f Febiruary 2017 L E : %h 02]/06E: 2 Of; 2
like to 'clean things up' and felt the circumstances surrounding the 2016 b3 -1
US Presidential election had become ‘too emotiocnal.' OHR stated, as he b6 -1, 3, 4
understocd it, :was informed of what was required during the FB8I p7¢ -1, 3, 4
interview. b7a -1
M b7D -1

(SrrectiE) | 7 b7E -2, 3
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DRAFT DCCUMENT/DELIBERATIVE MATERTIAL
Lo not disseminate cutside the FBI without the permission of the originator or program
manager.

dl M Bruce OHR, | currently the bé -5

Assoclate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of b7C -3
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) was

interviewed at FBI Headgquarters, 935 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC.

After being advised of the identity of the interviewing Special Agents and

the nature of the interview, OHR provided the following information:

: 1
'U! (S F) OHR stated he had been contacted by Christopher Steele, via
WhatsApp and OHR responded via FaceTime on 02/11/2017.
U« b6 -1, 4
i TSr/0eAET " Steele advised OHR that| | s7c -1, 4

[ | ©7D -2
] ] oHR added] |

:U, ) {8 Steele's company is continuing to weork for both| I
another attorney for[ I
However, OHR explained Steele is beginning to worry about his

"business and was preparing a | |to broker a business

relationship with the FBI. Steele advised OHR, 'You may see me re-emerge pg -1, 3, 4

in & couple of weeks.' b7C¢ -1, 3, 4
‘.U.I b7A -1
s {S } OHR responded he had yet to ask Steele if he would like to b7E -2, 3

be provided with an FBI contact.

am - (s F) OHR also advised was doing fine, but were
o still a bit "freaked ocut.” However, it seemed to Steele that things were
calming down and he was pleased about a recent CNN article that stated U.S.

eclassify On:

SEC ORN

Investigationon  02/14/2017 5 Washington, District Of Coclumbia, United States (In Person}

] b3 -1
b -2
File # Date drafied 02/15/2017 b -2

This document contains neithee recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBE and is loaned o your agency, it and jls contents are pol
to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Date of entry 05/10/2017

(SZroeriie) on 5/8/2017, sa| and $sA| | b6 -2, -5
interviewed BRUCE OHR, | | curzently the b7¢ -2, -5
Associate Deputy Attorney Genexal and Directer of the Department of

Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (QUDETF) at FBI

Washington Field 0Office, 601 4th Street, Washington, DC. After being

advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the

interview, OHR provided the following information:

EEZi@eiEEI OHR and STEELE communicated via text message in WhatsBdpp and
arranged a call for 5/3/2017 at B:00 AM. STEELE told OHR that business
was good.

) STEELE had been worried about Director Comey’'s upcoming
testimony to congress, especially his response to gquestions that would be
raised by Representative Grassley. STEELE was specifically concerned
gbout anything Director Comey would sayl | ' b3 -1

:STEELE was happy with Director Comey's response. b6 -4

b7C -4

(s ¥) In a previous conversation, STEELE had expressed concern for b7D -2

[ |

i}

(EZ?BC?&EE STEELE informed QHR that the disclosure laws in the UK were

more narrow than in the United States and therefore limited his ability to
testify before Congress. STEELE cited specifically that he was restricted
from

bé -1, 4

(SHeeury| land had been on the staff b7C -1, 4
of the| | At the time of the interview, [ ] b7D -2

was working with thel

|

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States (In

lavestigationon @2/ 08/2017 at Person)

File #

b3 -1
bé -2

Date drafted  05/08/2017

by

b7C -2

b7E -1

This document comams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBIL. It is the property of the FBY and is loaned 1o your agercy; it and its canténts are nol .

ta be distributcd outside your agency.
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T [SIFOSHIE) GLENN SIMPSON of FUSION-GPS and Pﬂould be visiting STEELE
i soon and were in the process of "lawyering up" (NFI).

b6 -1

(S7Poe#NE]_JONATHAN WINER was bringing over a letter separately (NFI). b7c -1

I W STEELE was interested in working with the FRI and had
o additional information if the FBI was interested.

SECRE OFORN
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( Fi on 5/12/2017,_sal and SSa | |
©6 -2, -5

| currently the
b7Cc -2,

interviewed BRUCE OHR,[
Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Crganized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (QCDETF) at FBI
Washington Field Office, 601 4th Street, Washington, DC. Afrter being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the

interview, OHR provided the fellowing information:

STEELE sent OHR a text message in WhatsApp some time around
Tuesday and they set up a call via WhatsApp for Wednesday 2:00 PM EST.

Over the course of their telephone call, STEELE informed OHR
that he had received a letter from the Senate Intelligence Committee
{SIC). The letter requested answers to the following guestions:

1. Had STEELE provided information te the US Government?
2. What was the scope of STEELE's investigation?
3. Did STEELE have any additional information to provide?

(S F) STEELE mentioned that SIC was considering sending staffers to

the UK.
’ bhe -2

M:lrequested that OHR ask STEELE if he would be willing P7¢ -2
OHR agreed to pass

to have a conversation with FBI agents in the UK.

along the message.

Derive National
ormation SCG

assify OniN\20271231

SEC RN

Washington, District Of Columbia, United States {In

05/12/2017 a Person)

Investigation on

Fi

Date drafeg 05/12/2017
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Date of entry 05/16/2017

b6 -2, -5
b7C -2, -§

Iand Sgﬂ

interviewed BRUCE OHR,

currently the

Associate Deputy Attorney General and Director of the Department of
Justice's Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF)} at FBI

Washington Field Office, 601 4th Street,

Washington,

DC. After being

advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and the nature of the

interview, OHR provided the following information:

i EEZ?@EZ@E} CHRISTOFHER STEELE sent OHR a text message in WhatsApp on or

around Friday, $/12/2017.
at 9:00 AM EST.

{ ) Per FBI's previous request, OHR asked STEELE if he would be
STEELE responded that the answer was an
immediate yes but that he would need to check withl

0] Willing t6 meet with FBI agents.

The twe set up a call via WhatsApp for Saturday

b6 -1
b7C -1

I ] OHR was clear that this would be nothinlg more
than a conversation with the ¥BI and STEELE said that would be alright.

i IEIieeiﬂfj STEELE informed OHR that he had information regarding a

conversation betweenl I

(S } STEELE contacted OHR via Whatsapp at 9:45 AM on Monday, 5/15

il /2017. STEELE said that |

[were both ok b6 -1, 2

with him talking to the FBI.

0 “3TPoSE) ssa

a response.

Perived From:
Security Inf

b7C -1, 2

told OHR that he would communicate with headquarters
regarding FBI agents meeting with STEELE and let him know when he received

Washington, District Of Columbia,

Person)

b3 -1

United States (In
b6 -2

Investigaiion on 05/15/2017 a1
Filcﬂl

b7C -2

Patc drafted  05/15/2017 bTE -1

bY[ I

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. {1 is the propeny of the FBI and is Ioaned ta your agency; itand its contents are not
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to Russia?
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Throughout the 2018 presidential campaign, there was a steady
stream of stories published about Donald Tramp, his second
smpaign managef , his supporters at Wikileaks, and the ties they
appeared to have to Russian Prestdent Viadimir Putin and the
Russian Pederation. Reporting also highlighted that, more than any
pther national organization, the Nationat Rifie Association (NRA)
went all-in to elect Trump,

| FB802107)-22
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Why has the NRA been cozyiog up to Rassia? Page 2 of |

But vo attention was given to Lhe ties betwean the NRA, 2 Russtan
gun-rights group run by a twenty-something gun activist named
Maria Butina, and bher elose friend and basg, the deputy governor of

the Russian eenitral bank, Alexander Torshin,

Why does an American gun group that promaotes gun rights as a
defense against tyvanny align iself with # proup with close tes o an
authuritorian regime? Why would Putin adlies beild a grassroots non-
profit to loosen Rugsia's gun laws, vather than just enaet them?
Experts who spoke to ThinkProgress say they ave nol sure, bal they
diseussed whether the whole arrangenient is a cover for 2 larger

affort to ubndernine American sanctions agaivist Russia,

A meeting in Moscow

O Decembar 11, 2015, in the depths of a biting Moscow winter, The
Right i Bear Arms hosted nodelegation from its American
counterpart, the NRA. David Keence, an NRA board member ind
formrer nationa president of the organization, {lew o Russia to
attend the event. Also at that meeting were NRA First Vice President
Pete Brownell, CEG of the world's Targest firearm accessories
suppher; NRA funder Dr. Arnold Goldschiager and his daughter,
NRA Women's Leadership Forum execntive contmittee member
Hilary Goddschalger; and Quidoor Life ¢hannel head Jim Liberatore.
Perhaps the most famous geest at the gathering, trading his
custorvary uniform for a black leather vest over 2 button-down shirt,
was Milwaokee County Sheriff and Yox News regular David A,

Clarke.

1 FBE18w2107)-23
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Clarke said little publiely about the event. Two weeks earlier, his

office put out 4 vague prss release noting that he would “travel to
the Middle Bast and Asia beginning November 28, 2015 and
refurning December 13, 2015," including that he'd “reccive briefings

on issues facing those regioms and visit historic sites.”

But the Milwaukee Journal Sentinels Danial Bice noticed thay
Clarke's January 2016 ethies diselosare filing shed some light on the
trip, Part one was $20,155 tip ta Tsrael, paid for by the NRA Ring of
Freedora. During fits week-plus of travel thore, he did a romote
nterviow from Jerusaler for Fos Business Network, The remaining
days were spent in Russia, Hig airfare to Moscow and visas, totaling
$13.785.10, ware paid for by Brownell; his $6000 worth of meals,
hatid, transportation, and excursions were provided by the “ali-
Russia Public Organization “The Right to Bear Arms.™

Clarke's office declined fo release any recoxds fo Bice about the trip,
the roporter wiote, "saving it was personal -~ not official -~ travel,
even theugh personal trips (s, vacations} are not supposed to be

listed on the orbics form.”

At that conference, according to a post o Lhe Right to Bear army’

Facebask page, in addition to groap’s chairman and founder Maria

hrps:#thinkprogress.orginra-and-russian-cousin-1 8607440340 1 FBI(18ay2107)-24
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Buting, a welconing speeeh was delivered by honorary member of

The Right to Besr Arms Alexander Torshin,

The Godfather and the Godmother?

Maria Butina gres up in Altai, a mountainous area in southen
Siberia, hoetmoved to Moscow when she was 22, Alimaost evernight,
she gaining notiee ay the foonder and chair of Russia's gun-vightls
movernent. Repovtedly a strong supporter of Putin and his United
Russia Farty, she helped start The Right to Bear Arms about five
Vears ago as a not-profit organization. The group, she vowed, would
not be a frent for “any bloody lobby" and woudd be funded threugh
duies (o membars, 7 persemally bave a furniture and boosehold

appliances business,” she told Russian newspaner Tavestio.
i 15

People who give us memey i work, they are osual gun owners

because o have o gew in Russia is very expensive, So these people,
they havie money and they give us money,” Butioa explaned ina

2014 juterview with Townhall's Katie Paviich, “We have no money
from gavernment, not one coin from govermnent.” The group now

claims 10,000 raembers,

Theugh Russia’s constitution dees not vontaln Second Amendment-
Hke gun vights, her rhetori is remarkably similar to the NRAs.
“Morve logad guns equal less erime,” she told the Moseow Times this
yiar, "I a coundry bans guus, only erimnals have aceess to them.”

1 FBH18w2107)-25
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After the Sandy Hook mass shooting in 2012, her group eriticized
gun-free school zoves as ineffective prohibitienist policies, “In this
shaooting six teachers died, six people who could Hrerally vee only
their hunds o defend ebiidren... The murderer plamed thas knowing
that 1o one woald be aymed,” she told Radio Free Burope/ Radio
Laberty. “What is the vight to Hfe, ingrained in our constitution, if you
Jdon't have the vight to bear arms? If a person wishes to defend

himselt, ke hag no means for protection.”

.

Maria Butina, Chairman of the Russian orga. ..

&

Like the NRA, Butina tends fo dismiss the cennection bebween guns
asnd death, Tnchading suicides, “People onhivie take facts from my
hlog, turn them upside and seream “Just ook av this! o the States,
10,060 people die from fivearms every year! How awinl!” But so
whal?” she teld the Now Republic in 2012, “Switzertand tas the roost
suicides using o gun, and vet, Switzeeland has the least number of
fotal suicides. Movecver, a gua is the most humane weapon for

»

suicide vompared to all the other methods that exist,

The smne article noted that, early on, Batina “gained a powerful
afly "= Alexander Torshin, who is an NRA Life Member, a “bigh-
ranking member” of Putin’s United Russia and, at the time, the fivst

deputy speaker of the Russinn senate.

The NRA took note when Torshin authored an unsuccesstul hill that
prasented the bil to his colleagues, davs after the Aurora, Colerado,

movie thealer shooting that left a dozen dead, hs colleagues were

hupszAthinkprogress, orgfra-wwd-russian-cousin- 18£607d40240 1 FBHI82107)-26
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1t sodd. They feared Russians, 100, would all shoot each other. "How
ean vou have so Httde trust for yvourself, for vour people,” he asked
tham. T woig, however, Putin’s government did change the law to
attow licensed gun owners Lo cirry weapons in pablic for self-

defonse.

After years serving in the upper house of parliament, in 2015 he was
appaeiited deputy governor for Russia’s central bank. Buting was

appointed “spectal assistant” fe Torshin at the banl.

Thetr close relationship is evident in thefr work and soelal modia
presence. [y 2oy, she praised hin as o "great gun lover™ who
supporis both Thi Right to Bear Arms group and the NRA. Lagt
month, Torsbin tweeted a photo of her hoiding a baby, calling har

“the godmaother” of the child.
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Torshin also has been callad "the godfuther.” While he's only
admitted to having been a godfather in the religions sense, Spanish

wivestigators claimed in an August report that the *Russian politician

Alexander Porfirievich Tovshin stands above {an alleged ligure in the
Mascow-based Taganskava crime syndicats], who calls him
godfather” or "hoss™ and conducted on his behal{ “activities and
investments.” Torshin demed the allegation, telling Bloomberg "Fm

a pablic individoal and Pm not hiding anywhere.”

Torshin told the New Republic's Julin Toffe in 2032 that he admires
the NRA because it represents “stability” —the eredo of Putin's

reign.”

The Keene connection

Lo May of aory, Torshin traveled 1o the NRA comvention in Houston,
Months fater, he wrote about it in an Washington Times OP/ED
about the passing of Mikhail Kalashoikov (the inventor of the AK-
471 "Last year, T had the pleasure of attending the Natlonad Rifle
Assaciation’s annual meeting in Houston,” he recounted.

* Katashnikov couldn’t join me, though wiz have both heen ‘life
mernhess’ of the NRA for viars, AL 93, his health was aven then
boginning 1o fatl, but | thought of him as T tonred the exhibit avea
where | saw dozens of AK-47 clones.” The apiaoen editor for the

paper is the NRAs David Keene.

in hetween, Keene (raveled to Russia for a fall 2013 guu conference,
wosted by The Right to Bear Arms. Butina's online advertisements
fur the event specifically hightighted his participation, calling him
“the former president of Lhe legendary NRAY She chnired the event,
Tarshin attended, and Keene spole. Keene posted a plcture of his
visit with Torshin on his personal wehsite and shared it on Facebook,
Weeks after the conferetce, Bitiua explained in a LiveJournad post
that just because a foreign eitizen is ant NRA member, that does not

necessarily mesn thay are a spy.

i April of 3014, Boling traveled 1o the NRAs annual meeting in
Indianapolis, She was given the “rare privilege” of ringing the
organization’s roplica of the Liberty Bell and presented a plaque to

NRA Progident Jim Portor, She attended a women's luncheon as the

1 FBHABy2107)-28
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guest of former NRA Prosicdent Sandy Froman and piticipated in

the genersd meeting as Keene's speelad puest.

N

X
N

Batina blogged abouwt hor trip, noting thal she was invited to speak at
the exelusive Ring of Freedom dinner with “the patrons who
donated” more than $1 million to the NRA, Belore leaving the
caouiry, she stopped by the organization’s national headquarters in

Fairfax, Virginia, aud posed for u picture with Keene.

Butina returned the following April for the annual convention in
Nashville. She marveled abed winping a neckiace and earrings at
the silent auction, attending the wonen-only NRA women's forum,
andt sbout the lack of democruey in decisiou-making. “in spite of all
democracy, foreigners, even If the members of the NRA, can not vole
for the adoption of decisions,” she shserved, poting that at The Right
1o Bear Arms, “we maintain divect demoeratic elections. In my
opinion, as the founder of the orgarization, it is more fair to the

Cltizens”

hupa:Sthinkprogress. orpnra-and -tussian-cousin- | §f607d40240 i FBH18m2107)-20
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Torshin attended the May 2016 convention in Louisville, Kentaeky,
mecting with Trump and even sharing atable with Bonald Tromp Jr.

at ane of the dinnors,

W

QMNAARRRNRARY R
TR

Q\\§§ AT Topuwus Eesfine

The Right to Bear Arms has a wavs (o go before they cau develop the
stsized level of inflisence iy American counforpart enjoys, But in
201, B suecessiutly convineed the Russian parlament to pass a
castle doctrine biil, Buting bas talked a great deal about brivging the
NRA's suecessTul programs, ke the group's Eddic Bagle curriculom

{nr kids, o Russin,

A hidden purpose?

Buting’s interests appear 10 go bevond just guns. She froquently
writes ahout her opposition to economic sunctions by the west,
including those on Russian arms. In a 2015 article for The Nationsl
Interest, she wrote, “1t may take the eleetion of a Republican to the
While Houss in 2016 to uprove relations hetween the Russian

Federation and the United States.”

Not long after Butina's 2014 visit, the NRA put out o litthe-notived
stsiemaent eviticizing the Obarma adminisiration's sanctions against
Russia. Noting that the evackdown included Russia's srms ‘
manufacturer, they wrote: “While the United States government
hlames the Ukrainian comiliet for this ltest move, gun contro!
advocates will o doubt appland the ban on importation of seie of
the very tvpes of firearms at the cenler of recent domestic attempts

httns: A thinkprograss.org/nra-and-russian-vousin-1 1607440240 F FBI(1Baev2107)-30
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to han so-called “assailt weapons.”™ Weeks kater, The Right to Bear
Arms armooneed it would soon host another NRA representative in

Mosvow, “lfe mentber” Paal Hrickson, for an “open mesting,”

i 2oy, Buting traveled around country foilowing Republican
presidential candidates. She altended Gov, Scott Wadker's (R-WID
anmnuncement speech in Wavkesha, Wisconsin, As an andience
mmember ¢ Tromp campaign event in Las Vegas, she asked the
candidate about sanetions wnd his conmibment 1o KR them i

ehected.

Josh Horwilz, executive divector of the Coalition to Step Gan
Viclenes, ol ThinkFrogress that U.S ~Rassian economie Ges, rather
than gun rights, could be the reaf sim of The Right to Bear Arms, ©1
think the important thing s ali those involved with this arve dlose
with Putin. If Putin wanbed more guns in Russia, he dogsn't need to
develop i NRAGn Rossia {o push bim,” be observed.

“What are the NRA officials doing cavorting around with people close
o Putin? The NRA savs they're the nation’s oldest eivil rights group.
Foondd see then being in lne with dissidonts in Russia, who e out
tof power, diseriminated against, and subjugated by the Russian
governmaent,” he continued. "But the idea that the NRA Is romting
avorind witls somecns who is basically » dietator —the question is
why, The poepde ha's ronning around with ave all about removing
sanetions on dritting and other things. U think thig is more sbout
gotting oat to the American Right the views about lifting the

sanctions thar anything about gun rights.”

Josh Sugarmans, executive director of the Violeoce Polley Conter,
added that the sapclions could be of key interest to the NRA':
financial backers as well, "The NRA &5 & gun indusiry trade
association masguarading as a shooting sports foundation,” he
ohserved. “The organization has veveived tons of mithions of doltars
it gup industry financial support fror around the globe and bas
partnered with gunmakers on a wide range of marketing efforts. The
NRAS reusoning in working (o establish 2 Russian beachhead could
range from working (0 end Obama Adininistridion sanetions that
Ban the import of Russian-made AK-¢47ps and assault shotguns to

s Ahinkprogress.orgfara-and-rassian-cousin- [S[007440246 : 2FBI(48ev2107)-31
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hoping for new finaueiad donors as the result of a loosening of the

eoun{ry’s gun laws."

Baiing told ThinkProgress in an email thal there are no financial

" eonretions bebween the American and Russian groups. “The Rigin
o Bear Arms and vowr American NRA ave compietely separate
arganizations. We have no political or finamcial ties of any kind,” she
wrote, adding thal they are "literally ‘comypades ig ams’ in a shared

hediod that a right to own a fircann makes people safer.”

"oy rorry o disappoing vou,” she weote, "Bt there is no internationad
conspiracy at work surrounding the organization I fovrded, "o
Right o Bear Armis.™ 8he addad that hor group's pavinents for
Sheriff Clarke's visit and others in the NRA delegation were
“something any decent host would do when friends visit,” but did not
respond Lo guestions about whether other American politicians fud

adso been brought to Maoseow ab the group's expense.

The National Rifle Association and Torshin did not respond to

‘ThinkProgresys inguiries about their relationship.

N with Trihp and Putin agreeing 1o normalize relatioms in the
goming vear, expect the alrcady elose relations between Tnwup's
frierals af the NRA and Putin’s frlends at The Right to Bear Arms {0
he closer still, Perhaps it will become evident just what thasy two

gritns are vesily up e
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